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Joe Matthew Singer (November 22, 1950 - June 25, 1993) was

a writer, printer, and publisher from Powell, Wyoming. He
was an active figure in the small press and independent book
publishing community of the Pacific Northwest through the
1980s until his death in 1993.

Singer began publishing in 1970, buying out a literary arts
zine called Grok, which he renamed The Village Idiot, which he
would edit and publish for the rest of his life. Interested

in radical and anarchist politics, Singer printed a number of
local underground newspapers, before dropping out of college
to wander the country, working various odd and low-level print
jobs in California, Colorado, Missouri, and New York. In 1980,
he purchased his first printing press and founded Mother of
Ashes Press. In a 1992 interview with Jerome Gold, Singer
recalls the origins of the imprint:

“I bought a Kelsey letterpress. A six-by-ten Kelsey.
You know, these tabletop letterpresses. And that’s when
I started the press. ‘Cause I finally had a press. And
so I named it. [..] It started out as a poem but that’s
all I got written of it, was ‘Mother of Ashes.’”

In 1984, he relocated to Harrison, Idaho, where he settled
down with “Darlene,” his prized Multilith model 1261 offset
duplicator, on which he would carry out the bulk of his
printing work for the next decade, focusing primarily on
periodicals and limited edition runs of books, chapbooks,

and broadsides related to poetry, stories, and local activism.

Singer had a particular fondness for the technical aspects

of printing. He enjoyed talking shop, and carried on several
lengthy correspondences with other printers and publishers,
such as Penelope Reedy (The Redneck Review) and Fred Woodworth
(The Match!). In 1987, he started another periodical called
The Printer’s Devil, which he dedicated to “well-written
articles on graphic arts for small presses” with an emphasis
on “technical how-to pieces.”

Singer struggled with alcoholism and depression for the
majority of his life. In his correspondences he often wrote
about his isolation and loneliness in the very small town of
Harrison. In the early summer of 1993, he was found dead in
his car by self-inflicted gunshot wound.

Most of his papers were lost or destroyed after his death.
This PDF makes available for the first time some of the
surviving ephemera of the Mother of Ashes imprint to which
Singer dedicated his life.
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Joe M. Singer’s “Landscape w/ Trees,” a broadside printed
in an edition 69. Although Singer single-handedly ran
Mother of Ashes Press, he always referred to his role

as “poet-in-residence,” frequently putting out his own
projects under the imprint.
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Mother of Ashes Press window card printed in an
edition of 350, also indicating Singer’s membership
in the American Amateur Press Association.
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Mother of Ashes Press window card printed in an
edition of 350, also indicating Singer’s membership
in the American Amateur Press Association.
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Nother of Ashes Press

Publishers & Prieters: THE YILLAGE IDiOT, The Printer's Devil, LIFE & TIMES |

P.0. Box |35 Harrison ID 83833 %50 im 8 lence
Authors' Guide

THE VILLAGE IDIOT wants first use of
poems, pictures, and stories which "breathe"
and pays a nominal fee for one time use of
material. Authors also receive a contribu-
tor's copy (two on request) of the edition
in which their work appears. Contrary to
popular belief, humorous and/or light verse
receives no special consideration (see LIFE
& TIMES). Illustrated poems and stories,
and annotated pictures, however, do. The
magazine appears irregularly, depending on
the material received and the press' finan-
cial viability.

The Printer's Devil is published as a
supplement to THE VILLAGE IDIOT, though cop-
ies are available separately. It needs
short, well-written articles on graphic arts
for the small press. The emphasis is on
technical how-to pieces. Payment is a sub-
scription to the newsletter. The Printer's
Devil is not copyrighted.

LIFE & TIMES will consider anything not
suitable for the press' other periodicals
including but not limited to articles, edi-
torials, essays, recipes, sheet music, re-
views, light verse, humor, maps, and ero-
tica, Contributors receive two copies of the
issue in which their work appears.

Excepting The Printer's Devil, all publi-
cations of Mother of Ashes Press are copy-
righted with all rights reverting to the or-
iginal artists. Manuscripts must be legi-
ble; pictures must not require detailed
half-tones or color separations. Unaccepted
material will be returned if accompanied by
a self-addressed, stamped envelope suffici-
ent to the task. Please allow three months

for reply. S

Author’s guide for submitting material to three
Mother of Ashes Press magazines: The Village
Idiot, The Printer’s Devil, and LIFE & TIMES.
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Invitation to Singer’s residence for the release
party of The Village Idiot #9 “Learning to Laugh,”
published 1 April 1986.
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New Leaks >>>>>>>3>>330 5333555555 > <KL 2 April 1986

T Having enough of "Learning to Laugh," THE VILLAGE IDiOT begins
"Watching the Rocks Change"” and would now like to see illustrated
poems and stories, and annotated pictures. A nominal fee will be paid
for contributions THE VILLAGE IDIOT ha. _:rst use of and contributors
will receive a complimentary copy of the e.ition (two on request).
Unaccepted material will be return:. >£ accompanied by a self-
addressed, stamped envelope sufficient to the task.
8 The Printer's Devil would like to see short, well-written articles
on graphic arts for the small press.
: On 5 April 1986 Joe M Singer opens his apartment in the beautiful
summer home of B.L. and Hilda Ba ker, Casa Hermosa, to the publication
party for "Learning to Laugh."

17 mefAths in the making, this edition of THE VILLAGE IDiOT features
poems by Judith Shannon Paine and N, M. Hoffman, two drawings by John
Ivan Palmer, and two complete short stories.

The 32 page, 6-5/8x10" booklet is lithographed on newsprint and
stapled inside a glossy, 3 color cover. A copy of the first issue of
The Printer's Devil is included; this supplement contaias Pressmen s
Crossword Puzzle by William €% Curr.*“- S — R e o . = e

The publication party, hosted by Mother of Ashes Press as a pot-
luck, begins at 7 p.m. and is expected to be neither loud nor wild.
Poet-in-Residence Joe M Singer say= the Bet‘y Hiomes/Ann Gardens Commit-
tee on Residential Safety has.rated his ~ - l<me i2]. No one under 17
years of age will be admitted unless accomju-:zd by a parent or guard-
ian.

"Learning to Laugh” also features the original work of Greg Tor-
line, Kendra Usack, Ronald Edward Kittell, Ken Sutherland, Helen V,
Johnson,and Charlene Novak.
Each of the 371 copies is numbered and signed by the poet-in-resi-
dence. Mail order copies, shipped book rate, are $2.50 each from
Mother of Ashes Press.

><
a LIFE & TIMES publication by Mother of Ashes Press
all rights to individual artists

¥ X X X X X % X X X X X X X ¥ X X X X X X X X X X X X X R X XX X XX

§ometimes i wish the world were less complex,
so it could be capsuled in a couplet.

from pADIO0 POETRY MEETS THE TYLENOL MONSTER

Advertisement for the release of “Learning to Laugh,”
featured in Penelope Reedy’s The Redneck Review,
for which Singer occasionally served as printer.
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MY HUSBAND HAS SEVEN WIVES, Tuesday's wu.c is full of grace.
Fuller Brush Catalogee A-69, printed 12 FEB '56 .

- SinclaiFLeyis -

& 1
foy i
A

A postcard. from Mother of Ashes Press, P.0. Box 135, Harrison Idaho 83833

The second (“Tuesday’s wife is full of grace”) and
sixth (“Saturday’s wife works hard for a living”)
installments from a Singer mail art project entitled
“MY HUSBAND HAS SEVEN WIVES.”
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Promotional materials for the work of Judith Shannon
Paine (1942-2019), an Idaho-based poet who was a
frequent collaborator of Singer’s during the 1980s.
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1 CALL YOy FREZ

How can I compare you?

Thoughts, messages, memories

and images wheel in wv head,

even a8 yo1 whesled on feathers
deceptively clever.

Highe Higher etill and then away.
I Loved the way you flew that dave

Hawk thev call voue. I call vou Freeo

You call the shots.

'FREDATOR! thev name you. 1 see you as

Survivor. Or, are we all predators, perhaps?

I see vou as a balance in the total echeme

of things. Your very existence, red-tailed bird.
Your hebits. Your magic wings.

I would be free like vou — Balancing
on the currents, riding the updrafis,

sailing like a leaf before a sweet, cool wind,
settling to rest when vou choosse

Hawk they call youe I call vou Free.

Oh how vou tug when you fly;

At the tethered captive that is mee

Judith SharonPaine.

Judith Shannon Paine is a recent North Idaho resident and
is happily setting down roots in the country. Married to Richard
Paine, she has a daughter, Nancy, and a son, Shawn. She enjoys work-
ing as a substitute teacher at Kootenai Jr./Sr. High School. Among
the literary honors that Judith has received is World of Poetry
Press' Golden Poet of 1985. Her poetry has appeared in numerous an-
thologies, chapbooks, and literary journals. Judith is currently at
work on her first novel. She is a member of the Idaho Writer's
League, Coeur d'Alene chapter.

Two of Judith's poems appear in "Learning to Laugh,' the
1 April 1986 edition of THE VILLAGE IDIOT. This magazine, the first
in The Business of Poets series, is available from Mother of Ashes
Press for $3.00.

This is a LIFE & TIMES broadside.

EQUINOX, and I CALL YOU FREE are copyright © 1986 by
Judith Shannon Paine. Spring § 1986

Promotional materials for the work of Judith Shannon
Paine (1942-2019), an Idaho-based poet who was a
frequent collaborator of Singer’s during the 1980s.



H'd'ng Press Selected Mother of Ashes Ephemera

E.quinox

by

Moving among the gold,

I doff my being.
Standing amid the scarlet,

[ am aware of the buzz.
Dragging my feet through
the evidence, the spoils
speak in a crumbled voice.

I hear too much.

Lie still, Autumn.
IFar off, I see smoke rising
from too many fires.

Come west wind.

Sweep the mountain.
Give me the assurance of Evergreen.
Bring me the fragrance of Apple.
[ would else succumb to emotions

I cannot explain.

Promotional materials for the work of Judith Shannon
Paine (1942-2019), an Idaho-based poet who was a
frequent collaborator of Singer’s during the 1980s.
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‘Mother o Ashes Press

P.O. BOX 135 @
HARRISON, ID 83833

Judith Shannon Paine
. A

THE
LIZARD
KING

| listened to the Lizard King
White he told me everything
as frantic carrots the color of flames
pushed out of the ground fiaunting

green flowing manes, in The Garden. o %‘

He spoke about the opened doors,

a freeing of the trammeled soul and songs

so few of us have heard; lyrical forgotten
words from times more old than they are now
and when | dared, | asked him, ‘‘How?”’

He shed his tail, He shed his skin, He shed
his lizard blood and then, He left

in such a blast of flame, | stood amazed.
Nearby came a flash of heat, a curl of smoke.

| heard the final word He spoke; a hiss half-crazed:
a 31 pocems

“LISTEN!" $5

Promotional materials for the work of Judith Shannon
Paine (1942-2019), an Idaho-based poet who was a
frequent collaborator of Singer’s during the 1980s.
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THE

HARRISON ODERA
TROUPE

/‘q- presents
g DakD

T
3 \: ZR THE

LT AU R ATCATCHER'S
@ DAUGHTER

or

”Q DEATH VALLEY
DAZE

)
\ and
MUSICAL GUESTS

Sun., I Sept.
Harrison Idaho GYM

8 PM

active in the local theater community in Harrison
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= PROGRAM <

Tom Lamb
tunes

and the poetry of Rob'tService
Torline, Liming, é,_Thgsell

folk music

THEHARRISON OPERA TROUPE

production of

THE RATCATC()&LER‘S DAUGHTER
DeATH VALLEY DAsE

An old time melodrama in two acts
by Tim Kelly

Scene: An orphanage in Death Valley.

Printed materials for The Harrison Opera Troupe. Singer
was active in the local theater community in Harrison
and also served as a stagehand for numerous productions.
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HARRISDOIN

OLD TIME PICNIC,inc. -

presents ‘

THE

S R\lﬂ KARD
E - byrwmm\ﬂ

HARRISON
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* HARRISON COMMUNITY
OLD TIMEPICNIC

INC
' presents

MeLoDrama,

Sglﬁ'ACTS
—H

27 Jaly 1985
Harrison .Elementaryﬁym
& PM |

R

Printed materials for The Harrison Opera Troupe. Singer
was active in the local theater community in Harrison
and also served as a stagehand for numerous productions.

17



H'd ng Press Selected Mother of Ashes Ephemera 18

PROGRAM
THE GOLDEN BELLS

sing a musicel montege

A SenTMENTAL Journey Thau tue 40s
Arranged by Hawley Ades

THEHARRISON OPERA TROUPE

proiuction of

THE RArcm-cusR's DAuGHTER
DEATH VALLEY Dase

An old time melodrama in two acts
by Tim Kelly

Scene: An orohanage in Death Valley.

umlson msm

KITCHEN BAND -

phvf - &
: “Tiju.nc Taxi» - . - .
R € 3 Hmn-d in !onterq"
5 “Spanish Eyes” , :
"Maxicali Rose"
. "La Cucaracha"

* “Mexican Clap Dance”

Printed materials for The Harrison Opera Troupe. Singer
was active in the local theater community in Harrison
and also served as a stagehand for numerous productions.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Kootenai School District #27L
auditorium
Harrison Senior Citizens
costumes and props
Mrs. Allene Kimes
wigs and costumes

R A R S

THE RATCATCHER®S DAUGHTER is
copyrighted and licenced by :
Pioneer Drama Service as is 73
the illustration on the cover |
of this program. ‘

Donald Heikkila
sound system

printed in YSA by

Printed materials for The Harrison Opera Troupe. Singer
was active in the local theater community in Harrison
and also served as a stagehand for numerous productions.
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In the mid 80s, Singer served as the printer for
Citizens Against Nuclear Weapons and Extermination
(CANWE), an anti-nuclear group in nearby Coeur d’Alene.

20
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In the mid 80s, Singer served as the printer for
Citizens Against Nuclear Weapons and Extermination
(CANWE), an anti-nuclear group in nearby Coeur d’Alene.
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In the mid 80s, Singer served as the printer for
Citizens Against Nuclear Weapons and Extermination
(CANWE), an anti-nuclear group in nearby Coeur d’Alene.
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[ d:;—S inger

1951 — 1993

RINTED above and on the following page is a letter from my friend, Joe Singer,

who died this summer in Harrison Idaho of what has been termed a "self-inflicted
gunshot wound”. Joe was the editor and publisher of The Printer’s Devil, and he and |
had corresponded for many years on printing topics. We met in 1990, when he passed
through Tucson and stayed overnight at my office. He and Iris and | went out for
Mexican food that night and talked about writing, do-it-yourself publishing, and other
topics—too briefly, I'm sorry to say. All too briefly. —Fred Woodworth.

R

Fred Woodworth’s note on Singer’s death,
which appeared in the Fall 1993 issue
of The Mystery & Adventure Series Review.
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